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In addition to the requirements of District 50 Policy INB (Teaching Controversial Issues) the Academy Board requires the following:

The Academy Board has selected the Core Knowledge Sequence as the basis for the curriculum at the School.  The Core Knowledge Sequence lists evolution as a unit of study in the 7th grade Science Curriculum.  Specifically included is the description of evolution as the change in a population of organisms over time caused by both genetic and environmental factors, discussion of the evidence of evolution, and the development of simple organisms into higher forms.  Therefore, the Academy Board has determined the following:

· Evolution will be taught in accordance with the Core Knowledge Sequence and the State of Colorado Model Content Standards.

· The validity of the scientific acceptance of evolution will not be compromised by authorizing alternative views within the context of a science classroom or by declaring it “just a theory”.

Adopted:
April 5, 2004

Reviewed:

Revised:
August 9, 2004

Rationale: 
Reformatted, Original rationale is below April 2004, changed Board to Board August 2004:

Findings of Science Curriculum discussion

Held October 2, 2000

Statement of events as presented to the Academy Board:

· As part of the unit on evolution in 7th grade Science in the ‘99-’00 school year, students were given the option to research and present “alternatives” to evolution and natural selection. 

· Several students made a presentation on alternates to the evolution model of the development of life.

· A parent of a 7th grader objected to the use of Science classroom time for the discussion of non-scientific beliefs.

Background:

· The Core Knowledge Sequence lists evolution as a unit of study in the 7th grade Science Curriculum.  Specifically included is the description of evolution as the change in a population of organisms over time caused by both genetic and environmental factors, discussion of the evidence of evolution, and the development of simple organisms into higher forms.

· The Colorado Model Content Standards for Science (Standard 3.4) states “Students know and understand how organisms change over time in terms of biological evolution and genetics.”

· Several resources were reviewed regarding religious expression including Religious Expression in Public Schools, published by the US Department of Education, and Religion in the Public Schools A Joint Statement of Current Law, produced by a committee of various religious and secular organizations.  The references most applicable to this issue state that student assignments may address religious beliefs, but that such work should be judged by ordinary standards of substance and relevance.
Conclusions:

· An understanding of the development of organisms over time, and the concept of “geologic time” is integral to a clear understanding of many branches of science.  It is imperative that our students possess a core of common knowledge with which to enter the world.

· Crown Pointe Academy’s curriculum must align with the State Standards.

· The Academy Board has selected the Core Knowledge Sequence as the basis for the curriculum at CPA, and therefore any deviations from that curriculum must be approved by the Academy Board prior to being implemented.

· It is counterproductive to the teaching of the Scientific Method to give credit to unscientific opinions, which have not been judged by accepted procedures of peer review.

· Discussion of non-relevant subjects in any class period is not an appropriate use of time.

Attachments:  

· Just A Theory
· Six Significant Court Designs Regarding Evolution and Creationism Issues
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