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A Better Way of Asking “What Did You Learn at School  

Today?” 
 

When kids get home from school, they are tired.  Even if they have 

the energy to run around and play with friends, they have had a full 

day of reading, recess, specials, Spanish, lunch, math, etc.  They are 

mentally drained.  Their brains are constantly being stimulated from 

8:00-3:30, so when they get home, they need a break.  That’s also 

why asking about their school day can be so frustrating to parents.  

When we say, “What did you learn at school today?” we often hear 

a reply of “I don’t know” or “Nothing”.  Trust me— they learned a 

lot at school.  By the way, if your child hasn’t gotten to that point 

yet of responding to questions with one or two word answers, don’t 

worry the teen years are coming and they will start answering this 

way soon enough. 

 

The reason you get replies like this is simple: your innocent question 

feels like an interrogation to your child.  Think of it this way, it’s 

just like one more question they have to answer like the ones 

they’ve been answering all day in school.  “What’s the product of 

12x8?” is a lot like “What did you learn at school today?”  Worse 

yet, when we ask about a previous problem, we are bringing issues 

back up that may no longer be on their mind.  When we say “Was 

Jimmy mean to you again?” it just leads a child back to something 

that may not be an issue anymore and might be bringing up issues 

for no reason. 

So, if we want to get better answers, we need to be mindful of what 

we say.   

One way to do this is not to ask a question at all, but make an open 

ended statements.  “I thought of you today when I saw…” or 

“Picking you up from school is my favorite part of the day…” then 

let your child do the talking.  All we need to do is sit back and listen.  

They will share what’s really on their minds.  Connecting them to 

topics they are interested in talking about will get them to open up 

more than any question.  It’s a magic trick that really works. 
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10/3  Parent-Teacher Conferences 4:00-9:00 PM 

10/3  PTA Meeting 6:00 PM 

10/4  No School for Students 

10/4  Parent-Teacher Conferences 11:00-7:00 

10/9  BAAC Meeting 4:30 PM 

10/9  Academy Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

10/10  High School Information Night 6:30 PM 

10/11  End of 1st Quarter 

10/17

-

10/21 

 Fall Break— No School for Students 

10/22  Report Cards Sent Home 

10/22  Class Pictures and Picture Re-take Day 

10/25  1st Quarter Awards Assemblies 

10/25  Brown Bag Pick Up Event 

10/25  PTA Harvest Festival 5:00-8:00 PM 
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High School Information Night Coming Soon!   

Greetings from Mrs. K, Crown Pointe Academy’s school counselor!  I will be hosting our annual High School Information 

Night on October 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the CPA library. 

 

It is never too early to start thinking about your student’s future! Where do you want your child to go to high school? 

Which school has the programs and activities that you are looking for?  How do you apply?  Where can you find the an-

swers to your questions?  Start by attending the CPA High School Information Night on October 10th! 

 

Come and learn about the high school application process, hear from Crown Pointe alumni about their experiences, and 

learn what different schools have to offer.  We will also have general information available from various districts, charter 

schools, and private schools as well.  There are so many quality high schools in Colorado with a lot to  offer your student.  

Start the selection process now! 

 

Contact Mrs. K with any questions at (303) 428-1882 ext. 115 or by email at kari.knutson@crownpointeacademy.org.  

Hope to see you there! 

Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place Thursday, October 3rd from 4:00-9:00 p.m. and Friday, October 4th from 11:00 

a.m-7:00 p.m.   

 

Elementary Families: The sign up for parent-teacher conferences will be completed online using SignUp.com.  Conference 

sign-ups will be on a first come, first served basis, so be sure to complete the online sign up as soon as possible.  To reserve 

your space, follow these steps: 

1. Click on the SignUp link under the Parent tab on the CPA website or go to http://signup.com/go/MP1jwj 

2. Find your student’s teacher and click on View under his/her page 

3. Choose an available time slot.  Only spaces with the green Sign Up button to the right are available. 

4. Enter and confirm your email address 

5. Enter your name, your phone number, and your child’s name 

6. Click save 

7. Follow the same steps for each child in elementary school 

 

Middle School Families: All of the core academic middle school teachers will be in their classrooms, and they will be avail-

able to meet with parents on a drop in, first come, first served basis.  You do not need to make an appointment to meet with 

your student’s teachers.   In order to accommodate as many families as possible, conferences will be limited to ten minutes 

with each teacher if families are waiting.  If further conferencing is needed, an appointment can be set at that time. 

 

All families: The specials teachers will also be available to meet for conferences.  We ask that you contact the specialist you 

would like to meet with prior to conferences.   This will allow him/her the opportunity to make arrangements in his/her sched-

ule. 

 

If you have any questions about parent teacher conferences and how to sign up, please contact the front office or your student’s 

teacher.  We look forward to meeting with you to discuss your child’s progress! 

Parent-Teacher Conferences are Coming Up! 

Box Tops for Education 
 

Crown Pointe Academy is a participating school in the Box Tops for Education Program.  

Please bring the Box Top coupons to your student's classroom donation box.  Tell your 

friends, tell your family, tell your neighbors to save those Tops for CPA!  
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One of the most important things your child can do to achieve academic success is also one of the most basic: 

going to school every day. In fact, research has shown that your child's attendance record may be the biggest fac-

tor influencing her academic success.  

By attending class regularly, your child is more likely to keep up with the daily lessons and assignments, and take 

quizzes and tests on time.  There are other benefits as well: 

 Achievement: San Diego Unified School District found that students who attended school regularly were 

more likely to pass     reading and math assessments than students who didn't attend school regularly. 

 Opportunity: For older students, being in school every day gives them a chance to learn more about college 

and scholarship opportunities, and to take the important exams they need to build a successful academic re-

cord. 

 Exposure to the English language: Regular school attendance can also help students who are learning Eng-

lish by giving them the chance to master the skills and information they need more quickly and accurately — 

even in other subjects! 

 Being part of the school community: Just by being present at school, your child is learning how to be a 

good citizen by participating in the school community, learning valuable social skills, and developing a 

broader world view. 

 The importance of education: Your commitment to school attendance will also send a message to your 

child that education is a priority for your family, going to school every day is a critical part of educational 

success, and that it's important to take your responsibilities seriously — including going to school. 

So what happens when your child needs to miss school due to a medical appointment or family trip? Sometimes 

these situations can't be avoided. In such cases: 

 Contact the school immediately. The absence needs to be excused, and talk with your child's teacher to 

make sure your child doesn't fall behind on any of the lessons that she missed. 

 Judge these situations carefully. Mandatory student attendance is a policy that schools take seriously. The 

consequences of your child missing class can include falling behind on lessons, lower participation grades, 

and poorer performance on quizzes and tests. 

This article is from www.colorincolorado.org and was adapted from San Diego Unified School District’s “Every 

Day Counts!” in 2008.  Stay tuned for ways parents can help support their student’s attendance in the next Update 

coming out on October 14th! 

School Attendance: A Key to Success from colorincolorado.org 

Important Information About Student Vaccinations 
 

As a reminder to all families, Colorado law requires all students attending public schools to be vaccinated 

against certain diseases unless a medical or non-medical exemption form is signed.  Students are required to 

have missing immunizations, proof of an appointment, or a signed medical or non-medical exemption form 

completed by October 16, 2019.  Felicia Jaime, CPA’s health aide, will be contacting families who still 

need to complete this requirement prior to the October 16th deadline.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Mrs. Jaime at extension 104 or by email at Felicia.jaime@crownpointeacademy.org.  Thank you! 



Staff Extensions     (303) 428-1882 

Check your student’s grades and attendance 

anytime from the 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal 
Pick up your login info at the school office. 

Staff e-mail Formula: 

firstname.lastname@crownpointeacademy.org 324 Arner, Celeste  Kitchen 

219 Austin, Tammie Kindergarten Assistant 

128 Bandel, Denise In House Substitute Teacher 

223 Bonadonna, Janet 2nd Grade Assistant 

512 Davis, Typhany Middle School Math Teacher 

410 Felten, Adina 4th Grade Teacher 

103 Fiorini, Leslie Front Office 

408 George, Andrea 3rd Grade Teacher 

102 Gerber, Trisha Front Office 

406 Gonzalez, William Spanish Teacher Grades 4-8 

228 Granado, Alicia Kindergarten Assistant 

412 Hardy, Liz 5th Grade Teacher 

123 Hernandez, Diane Evening Custodian 

211 Holmes, Liann 1st Grade Teacher 

212 Hubin, Ashley 2nd Grade Teacher 

514 Hughes, Bonnie Middle School Social Studies Teacher 

104 Jaime, Felicia Health Aide 

521 Johnson, Kim Middle School Assistant 

221 Johnson, Velvet 1st Grade Assistant 

107 Keyes, Erin Assistant Director 

115 Knutson, Kari School Counselor 

210 Koehn, Kala 1st Grade Teacher 

409 Kokoszka, Jessie 4th Grade Teacher 

222 Lacert, Abbi 2nd Grade Assistant 

513 Laxton, Meghan Middle School Language Arts Teacher 

510 MacGregor, Matt Middle School Math Teacher 

105 MacGregor, Sandi Financial Secretary 

419 Martinez, Norma 4th Grade Assistant 

113 Munier, Morgan Daytime Custodian 

420 Neuhalfen, Kendall 4th Grade Assistant 

422 O’Connor, Katie 5th Grade Assistant 

307 O’Neal, Pam Music Teacher 

106 Ouweneel, Keith Director 

118 Pilbeam, Jen ELL/RtI Coordinator 

407 Qualkinbush, Morgan 3rd Grade Teacher 

504 Roe, Marcia Middle School Science Teacher 

421 Ross, Brenda 5th Grade Assistant 

209 Rullo, Rosie Kindergarten Teacher 

313 Ring, Anna Spanish Teacher K-3, Art Teacher 

415 Sandoval, Jessica Special Education Assistant 

511 Scott, Jay Middle School Language Arts 

600 Sherlock, Evan Expo Teacher 

325 Shields, Wendi Kitchen 

418 Sinclair, Jennie 3rd Grade Assistant 

405 Smeltzer, Danielle Special Education Teacher 

220 Smiley, Melba 1st Grade Assistant 

417 Sonday, LuCinda 3rd Grade Assistant 

523 Southern, Julie Middle School Electives/Language Arts 

117 Strass, Monica Innovative Programs Director 

306 Strick, Peggy Librarian 

President 
Michelle Kline 

 

(303) 229-0078 

Vice President 
Cindy McNeal 

 

(720) 327-3691 

Secretary 
Dawn Baird 

 

(303) 657-9872 

Treasurer 
Gabe Sandoval 

 

(720) 220-5354 

Member at Large 

Eddie Rey 

 

(720) 300-7493 

Crown Pointe Academy Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Board 

President: Jesika Hardman 

Vice President: Anthony Dietz 

Vice President: Ginnie Harrington 

Board Member: Austin Shelton 

Board Member: Lilian Pacheco 

Treasurers: Adria Hurd and Kendall Neuhalfen 

Secretary: Angelica Fehlmann 

208 Sullivan, Jackie Kindergarten Teacher 

318 Varner, A.J. Physical Education Teacher 

411 Wetmore, Melanie 5th Grade Teacher 

213 Winham, Wilhelmina 2nd Grade Teacher 

502 Worley, Paula MS SEL Lab/GT Coordinator 

Visit us on the web at 

www.crownpointeacademy.org 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

Crown Pointe Academy shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules and 

regulations including without limitation, the constitutional provisions prohibiting discrimination 

on the basis of disability, age, race, creed, color, gender, national and ethnic origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, athletic and other school-

administered programs. 


