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MAY STRUSKA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dickies BBQ Fundraising

Night

October 14th
Please join NJHS for a
fundraising dinner at
Dickies BBQ. 8715 Sheridan
Blvd. 4:00 - 9:00.

Fall Break
Oct. 16™ - 20th

No school! Enjoy a restful
break with your family

Learning Together,
Growing Stronger

Crown Pointe Academy Students work Together Across Grades to Improve Reading and Writing
Skills

Kindergarteners, 5th graders, and 8th graders all got together recently to help each other with
reading and writing

The program had 5th graders from Ms. Brummett and Ms. Morgan’s classes with kindergarten
students from Mrs. Sullivan and Mrs. Rullo’s classrooms as “reading buddies.” Each week, the older
students read aloud to their younger partners, helping to build confidence, fluency, and a love of
reading in the kindergartners.

Mrs. O’'Connor’'s 8th grade writing class worked with the 5th graders on their writing assignments,
focusing on the RACES. strategy—Restate, Answer, Cite, Explain, Summarize. 8th graders were
helping 5th graders write a paragraph about their name. In the paragraph they had to write about
their names and the meaning behind their name. 8th graders helped with errors and suggested
words and information to add.

“This partnership gives students the chance to learn from one another,” said Ms. Brummett. “The 5th
graders gain leadership experience, the kindergarteners get extra reading support, and the 8th
graders reinforce their writing knowledge by mentoring others.”

Students across all grades expressed excitement about the program. “I love reading with my
buddy,” said one 5th grader. “It's fun to help them and see how much they improve each week.”

We do this to build teamwork and friendship at our school! When older kids help younger kids, it
helps everyone learn more. Most importantly, it helps our school feel like one big family that
supports each other.
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Teacher Feature

Teacher Spotlights
Meet 3 New Teachers to our CPA Family

MS. BRIGGS:

“I WANTED TO MOVE TO A SCHOOL
CLOSER TO HOME AND HAD INTERVIEWED
WITH A FEW OTHER SCHOOLS THAT
OFFERED ME JOBS. THEN A FRIEND FOUND
THE MATH OPENING AT CPA AND
ENCOURAGED ME TO APPLY — SO I DID!
FROM THE MOMENT | WALKED IN AND
WAS GREETED BY THE FRONT DESK STAFF,
I KNEW THIS WAS A PLACE | WANTED TO
BE. THE INTERVIEW WAS ONE OF THE
MOST PERSONABLE EXPERIENCES I'VE
EVER HAD, AND | WALKED OUT HOPING I'D
BE OFFERED THE JOB. I'M SO THANKFUL
THAT I WAS.

MATH IS A SUBJECT THAT MANY
STUDENTS TEND TO DISLIKE, SO MY
FAVORITE PART OF TEACHING IS WHEN IT
FINALLY STARTS TO MAKE SENSE FOR
THOSE STUDENTS WHO STRUGGLE WITH
IT. | LOVE SEEING THEM TAKE RISKS —
SHARING ANSWERS, ASKING QUESTIONS,
AND LEARNING TOGETHER. IT CAN BE
SCARY TO SPEAK UP FOR FEAR OF BEING
WRONG, BUT | WELCOME ALL ANSWERS
BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE LEARN FROM
ONE ANOTHER. | ALSO APPRECIATE THE
ENERGY MY STUDENTS BRING TO CLASS
EVERY DAY. EVEN ON MORNINGS WHEN
I’'VE HAD A ROUGH START, IT ALWAYS
TURNS AROUND AS SOON AS | HEAR THE
CHEERFUL ‘HELLO’S,” ‘GOOD MORNINGS,’
AND ‘HOW ARE YOU DOINGS?' FROM MY
STUDENTS.”

Ms. Carpender

“I'm new to Crown Pointe
Academy and to the teaching
world this year! | graduated from
the University of Northern
Colorado this past May with my
teaching degree. | have some
great people in my life who know
Mr. O, and they helped me get an
interview. I loved Crown Pointe
the second I pulled into the
parking lot and knew right away
that I wanted to work here.

My favorite part of teaching so far
is watching my 2nd graders learn
to love learning and find success
in their own special ways. Even if
I've had a rough start to the day,
it quickly turns around when |
hear the cheerful ‘Hello’s,’ ‘Good
mornings,’ and ‘How are you
doings?’ from my students.

I have no idea exactly how my
students see me, but | hope they
see someone who makes
mistakes, learns from them, and
helps them feel comfortable
being themselves. Mistakes are
how we learn!”

Mrs. Boling:

“l have been teaching for 15 years, and |
became interested in Crown Pointe because |
drove by it so often. | quickly learned how
great CPA is and wanted to see if | could join
the incredible teachers here. Lucky for me, |
did — and I’'m so glad | made the choice to try
my luck at CPA!”

“One of the things | love about my class is
their ability to work together. It’s early in the
year, but | can already tell this is going to be a
great one.”

“l hope my students look back on 4th grad
and remember that | cared for them a
wanted what was best for them. | truly d
care — each student is important to me.”
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Staff Spotlights
Meet 3 new Staff Members

MR. HUFF

IS THE MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSISTANT HERE
AT CROWN POINTE ACADEMY. HE'S NEW
TO CPA THIS YEAR AND SHARED A LITTLE
BIT ABOUT HIMSELF WITH US!

THING YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW

R. HUFF IS THAT HE LOVES TO
HIS SMOKER. IN FACT, HE
D 3RD PLACE IN ARIB

K IN OKLAHOMA! “MY
TO MAKE ON THE

BS OR BRISKET,” HE

S.

MIGHT SURPRISE
5 JOB, MR. HUFF
NT OUT MOST OF
GNMENTS AND

[

GINALLY FROM
AHOMA & DID NOT
PA. “ONCE | MET THE
50 WELCOMED AND I LOVE
AINMENT HERE AT CPA. WE
ITED FOR YOU TO GET TO KNOW

MORE ABOUT ONE OF THE AMAZING
TEACHERS WHO MAKE OUR SCHOOL
SUCH A SPECIAL PLACE!"HIS FAVORITE
MEMORY SINCE BEING HERE IS HELPING
STUDENTS LEARN WHILE HE SUBBING THE

STUDENTS.

MS. ARRIETA

ITHINK THAT THE AMOUNT OF WORK
HOURS WE PUT IN OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL
HOURS WOULD SURPRISE STUDENTS. ALSO,
WE DO LEARN EVERY DAY HOW TO DO OUR
JOBS BETTER BECAUSE WE ARE NOT
PERFECT.

THE DISTANCE FROM HOME LED METO
WORK AT THIS SCHOOL. ALSO, BECAUSE
CPA IS ACHARTER SCHOOL, AND | HAVE

HAD AND LEARNED THAT CHARTER
SCHOOLS HAVE BETTER EXPERIENCES FOR
STAFF AND STUDENTS.

THIS IS ONLY MY FIRST YEAR, BUT | REALLY
LIKE STUDENT’S WOW BECAUSE | GETTO
LEARN MORE ABOUT EACH STUDENT AND

MAKE THEM FEEL SPECIAL.

MRS. KEYES OR MR. O BECAUSE | THINK
THEY HAVE THE BEST INSIGHT AND
OVERLOOK OF THE WHOLE SCHOOL, HOW
ITALL FUNCTIONS, AND HOW THEY KEEP IT
TOGETHER.

| WORK HERE FULL-TIME AND GO TO
SCHOOL FULL-TIME. IN MY FREETIME |

MS. MCCAULY

Q: WHAT IS ONE PART OF YOUR JOB THAT MIGHT SURPRISE
MOST STUDENTS?

A: ONE PART OF MY JOB THAT MIGHT SURPRISE MOST
STUDENTS IS MY ABILITY TO WALK BACKWARDS IN THE HALL
WITHOUT RUNNING INTO ANYONE—OR KNOWING WHEN A
STUDENT IS RUNNING BEHIND ME IN THE HALLWAY INSTEAD OF
WALKING.

Q: WHAT LED YOU TO WORK AT THE SCHOOL?

A:1 WANTED TO WORK AT CROWN POINTE AFTER | STARTED
VOLUNTEERING IN MY NEPHEW'’S KINDERGARTEN CLASS LAST
YEAR. | REALLY ENJOYED THE EXPERIENCE, LOVE HELPING
STUDENTS, AND VALUE EDUCATION. | WAS VERY EXCITED TO
ACCEPT THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK HERE.

Q: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY OR EVENT AT THIS
SCHooOL?

A:1AM A CROWN POINTE ALUMNA, AND SOME OF MY
FAVORITE MEMORIES FROM CPA WERE DOING THE TALENT
SHOW IN MIDDLE SCHOOL. | PARTICIPATED EVERY YEAR AND
LOVED GETTING TO SING AND EXPRESS MYSELF IN AN ARTISTIC
WAY.

Q:IF YOU COULD SWITCH JOBS WITH ANY STAFF MEMBER FOR
THE DAY, WHO WOULD IT BE AND WHY?

A:IF 1 COULD SWITCH JOBS WITH ANY STAFF MEMBER FOR A
DAY, | WOULD CHOOSE MR. GARZA BECAUSE | LOVE MUSIC AND
APPRECIATE ALL HE DOES FOR THE STUDENTS.

Q: IS THERE A FUN FACT OR HIDDEN TALENT ABOUT YOU THAT
THE STUDENTS DON'T KNOW?

A: AHIDDEN TALENT OF MINE IS THAT | AM A BAKER. | REALLY
ENJOY MAKING AND DECORATING CAKES.
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Brielle Struska

Q: Can you tell us a little bit about
yourself?

A: “Im in 3rd grade. My favorite
subject is math,” answered Brielle.

Q: Do you play any sports,
instruments, or have any special
talents?

A: “In my free time, | like to jump on
the trampoline and ride my
scooter. | also play soccer and the
guitar,” Brielle shared.

Q: If you could change one thing
about school to make it better,
what would it be?

A: “If 1 could change one thing
about school to make it even
better, | would add an after-
recess,” Brielle said.

Q: What do you want to be when
you grow up?

A: “When | grow up, | want to be a
vet, nurse, or scientist,” Brielle
answered.

We hope you enjoyed learning a
little more about Brielle!

Student Spotlights

Harrison Vyles

Q: Can you tell us a little bit
about yourself?

Harrison: "I like to do math at
school. After school, I usually play
with my brother, Teddy. I also
like fo shoot basketballs after
school.”

Q: Do vyou play any sports,
instruments, or have any special
talents?

Harrison: "I play soccer, and it's
really fun. I don't have any special
talents or play any instruments.”

Q: If you could change one thing
about school to make it better,
what would it be?

Harrison: "If I could change one
thing about school to make it
better, it would be to have an ice
cream day every Friday.”

Q: What do you want to be when
you grow up?

Harrison: I really want to be an
astronaut because I really want to
know what space looks like."

We hope you enjoyed learning a
little more about Harrison!

Judson Webb

Many people might describe me in different
ways, but | see myself as hardworking,
grateful, and kind. While | am not usually one
to boast, | am proud of my academic
achievements; | have straight A's and serve as
the president of the National Junior Honor
Society (NJHS).

In my free time, | enjoy playing video games,
spending time with friends, and playing board
games. | wouldn't say | have many “special”
talents, but | have been playing the bass
clarinet for three years. | also played soccer
for a short time and have been taking Karate
for about three years.

If I could change one thing about our school, it
wouldn't be the uniforms like many students
might say. Instead, I would change the length
of our band class. | wish band were an hour
long instead of just 30 minutes. A longer class
would give us more time to improve and
prepare for the competitions throughout the
year.

Looking toward the future, I'm interested in
following in my dad’s footsteps. He was a cook
for a long time before he moved into the
hospitality profession, and | would like to learn
to cook as well. However, | also want to try
different things, because you never know what
might interest you down the road.

Thank you for taking the time to email me. |
really enjoyed answering your questions.
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Word list;

SPIDER

MONSTER
PUMPKINS

SCARE

GHOST

SPOOKY
VAMPIRE

GRAVEYARD

WEREWOLF
WITCH

SCREAM
SKELETON

HALLOWEEN
HAUNTED

MASK

SunCatcherStudio.com
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